[image: ]October, 2026 

SongFarmers “Cultivator” – 
“Fall is Here”

A newsletter for all SongFarmer Chapter leaders

Fall is finally here in the mountains of East Tennessee. The landscape is preparing for the brilliance of Fall Foiliage and a dusting of snow has already painted the mountaintops in the Smokies.  I love it. 

I want to open my toolbox of Jamming Tips and share what I believe is the MOST IMPORTANT tool you have. We all have it, actually this tool comes in pairs. Not like a pair of pliers,  (I never did figure out what could be done with just one plier). I’m talking about your EARS. 

What can you do with your ears in a jamming situation. I’ll list some ideas.

Listen to your own instrument and tune as appropriate
Listen to the song leader announce the song title, key, and any particulars
Listen to the music of the jam
Listen to the chord changes
Listen to the song structure
Listen to the lyrics and sing along if appropriate
Listen to, and respect the quiet between songs 
Listen to how the jam reacted the songs played

That’s a short list. Now you try and expand on each of these to see what you can add to each. I’m sure that all our lists will be different, but there will be similarities. 

IMPORTANT – What happens if you say you CANNOT listen or hear some of  these items? If you cannot hear the announcements. If you cannot here the instruments playing. If you cannot hear quiet between songs. If you cannot hear the lyrics and chord changes.  You get the idea. Listening and hearing are critical to a successful jam. 

When you can’t – you change something. Something as simple as making the song circle smaller in diameter. Asking noodlers and deedlers to not play their favorite riff or song between the jam songs. Asking overly enthusiastic players to play a little softer. Suggesting to the group that it may be a good time to check their tuning. You don’t have to bring out a big hammer. Be kind and gentle. 

Encourage listening at your jams. My personal favorite is not to turn up the sound system in jams. That does not cultivate the nature of front porch music. That tends to cultivate performing. Both Front Porch music and Performing are separate enjoyments.  Whatever you do, enjoy it. 



We are seeing continued roots growth of local SongFarmers Clubs. Please don’t hesitate to contact us with your suggestions. The Contact for newsletters is me,  Perry Brake – my email is jpbrake5@gmail.com

That’s it for October, 2026.  - Listen to the music

Perry Brake
SongFarmer and doer – Loving the Fall
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